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Lying Spirit 


FALSE ASPERTIONS 


i urned home again. 
a hor T + 
Or an Anliver to two Reviing Letters about the 
Peoples Right to Tythes, {ent to the People call'd Quakers 
inthe Vail of Bellvicr by Clement Nedham, a Pre sbyterian . who 
wri:es himſe't, A Farmer in the County of Leiceſter, 

W herein I have thew'd according to Scriptures, what ſpi- 
rit it was that brought up T ythes among the Chriſtians,fo call'd, 
And that thoſe that brought them up ſince Chriſt put an 

Frd to them were not in their Right Senſes, but were made Drunk 

by drinking of that ſpirit of error that made them do they knew not 
w: at,and conſequently their Examples not to be followed. 

With an Add:t:or, ſhewing, That the rpropriator hath leſs Right 
to T 37:5 then the Poor or Pricff, it lels can be. 

With a few Words in Love to all thoſe that ſend their Sons to thoſe 
Places cal'e V:werfuties with an Intent to make them Afiniftcys, 

A'fo a Copy of a letter fent ro CG, N. in man':{crip:, whereis bis Unhanfom and 


| 


Unch:i'ianive Dea ings may be ſeen. With a ſhore Poilcript ro the Reader 
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UE TP 1H95 
READER. 
READER, 


Was not forward in meddling with this Giant, who boaſted 

and domineered over me ;, bad it not been for the Truth's 
ſake I could have been ſilent ; but the Love that 1 beay to it con- 
ſtrains me to bear my Teſtimony (though not with inticing wors's 
of Man's Wiſdom ) againſt Deceit and Oppreſſion : And ſo 1 defpre 
thee to mind the Inſpiration of the Almighty, for that gives an 
Underſtanding : It is the Spirit that reveals the deep 
Things of God, 2 Cor.2. And as thou tarneſft thy Mind 
inwards, to be acquainted with its Teachings, it will let th:e 
ſee the Way that aWafaring Man, though a Fool, cannot err in; 
and ſo thay wilt come to ſee the Rice, Ground, Bottom and Foun- 
dation of things, and that is the Right Way to begin tobuild - 
and net to build upon Popiſh 4uthors, or to take Drunken Men 
for thy Example, I mean [uch as were Drunk by drinking that 
ſpirit of Error that led from God into an Heap of Cenſaſon, 
which is Babylon : And by the Spirit of Truth thou mayſt ſee, 
as thou mindſt,what it was that ſtrove with theold World before 
the outward Law was added, which Law was added becauſe if 
Tranſereſſion,& was to continue until the fulneſs of Time, 
that.God ſent his Son a Light into the World, to end the 
Types and Shadows, .T'ythes and Offerings, that that 
Law required, So Reader, 7 deſire thee to take notice, 
That Chriſt put anEnd to T'ythes; and who brought the: up 
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again in this following Treatiſe 1 hope thoy mayſs ſee, even 
him whoſe Coming is after the Working of Satan, with 
all Power, Signs and Lying Wonders, 2 Thef. 2, (Haſt 
thou not heard of the Papilts working Miracles) [Mark] He 
ha Power ; What Power, may ſome ſay 1 anſwer, Power 
to deceive ana beguile by his Signs and Lying Wopders,and then 
to make Laws for the Continuance and Upholding of that which 
h: had gotten by Deceit. And people, when 1 ſpeak of Baby- 
loa, Antichriſt or Beaſt, 7 zzean that ſpirit of Error that led 
from God, for it hath ſever! Names, becauſe of its ſeveral 
wayes of workin:s 3 Satan hath many Wiles, and ſo he hath many 
Nam's: And there are but two Spirits inthe Ground, the Spt- 
rit of Truth, and the ſpirit of Error z andChriſt is the Truth, 
who hath many Names and Offices, all which is tolead into 4 
Holy Life ;, but the ſpirit of Error leads into an Unholy Life , 
ſo they may be known by their Workings in Man and Womas : 
And Happy are all they that come tobe redeemed from under the 
Power of Stan, Beaſt and Antichriſt in themſelves ; for there 
they are while people live in Sin, and there their Fall muſt be : 
For Chriſt hath determined tobind the $ tronz Man armed, and 
rocaſt him out of th? Houſe, and to take the Poſſcſſron himfelſ: 
An ſopeopl-, we are not ſpeaking of the Fa! of [inzs and 
Rulers from their Thrones of Faſtice, but of tiz Fai of the 
Beaſt, Whore and Antich;iſt in May and [TV'omams and this 
will hurt none, to have that a'ftroyed which keers from God. 
And therefore [ exvort all thit loveihiur OW ;; Souls, le wait [ow 
in their Minds, that thy may fee! C Wilt Jeſus ex.roifins his 
Offices tn them, which 15104 troy F 1e WWaiks ef the Devil, and 


fo bring in Everli ing Rightcon( cſs, 
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Lying Spirit 
ASPERTIONS 
Turned Home again. 


OR 
An Anſwer to Two Reviling Letters about che 
Peoples Right to Tythes,(cat to the People call'd Qua- 
kers in the Yail of Bellvirr by Clement Nedham, a 
Presbyterian , who writes himſelf, A Farmey in 


the County of Leiceſter. 
» 4 


. 


Friend Nedham, 

Lthough thy Poſtſcript be the laſt, yet it concerns my 
A firſt Letter {ent totvee: I might ſay ſomething to thy 
Reviling Werds init, but having written ſomet!:ing to 
theeina Letter, and knowing it was the Practice of the $c; bes, 

and Phariſees, and O1-/ide Profeſſors, to Revile the h 
Children of Lizht, and to count them ſuch as kyew not Job. 7. 49. 
the Law, at preſent 1 may PE_ by ; only take notice of this 
by 


(6) 
by the way, That if I had been ſo ignorant, as in thy Eyes I ſvem- 
ed to be, it had been thy place to have written or [poken ſomething. 
to me in particular; that had been the beſt way for thee to have 
mannaged thy Deſign to have convinced me of my Error, if in 
one | had been; but thou haſt diretted thy Reviling Words 
to others, and not a word to me in particular ; wherein thou 
haſt manifeſted thy Folly and Ignorance _in mannaging 'thy 
Deliga ; but it is like my Coxfidence offended thee : yet x 
muſt tel} thee, / 4/7 4s Confident as ever I was, yea, and more 
Confirmed ; for ſince thou did't write thy Reviling Pam- 
piletz the Lord hath openzd my Unlerſtanding more then be- 


. fore, to ſee beyond thy Traſh and Rome's Trumpery, infomuch 


a bo: 4 that I have Cauſe to ſay as Chriſt ſaid, 7 rhnkzhee, 
+ "Te *3* OFather, who haſt bid theſe things from the VViſe 
and Prudent, and haſt revealed them to Babes and Sucklinzs : Andin 
this is that Scripture fulfilled that ſaith, Ai things workrogether for 
Good to them that love Ged. | 


And as concerning thy new ſtart-up Queſtion, whichthou ſayſt, 
I writ nothing at all unto, 


Anſwer, If the Myſteries of the Kingdom had not been hid 
from the Wiſe and Prudent in their own Eyes, as.inall Ages they 
were, thou mighteſt have ſeen that I had wr:tten ſomething to the 
Subſtance of thy Matter : Bur the Blind cannot ſee, nor the Deaf 
Aader hear, althouch the Charmer charm never fo wiſely, And 
further, as *concerning thy Queſtiop ; Chriſt him(elf did not al- 
wayes anſwer OE Quetigns that thyfBrethren the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, Chief Prieſts, ana thoſe Þ$h thagght they had the Law on 
their ſides, asked him, when they thought to enfnarc him; but 
ſometimes he anſwered one Queltion by asking another, dark. 
13. 29, and thou thy ſelf haſt {cem'd to do fo in thy Book, And 
now whether thy Queſtion about the People's Right to Tythes may 
not be anſwered with a Juſt Demand from thee, What Right rhe 
People of thy Perſwaſion had. to rake away the Biſhops Lands from 
them ? If thou ſayelt, The Brſhops had no Right to them, becauſe 
contrary to the Prattice of the Biſhops in the Primitive Times, who 

were 


were not to be Couttous, nor given to Filthy Lucre, 1 Tim, 3, The 
ſame ſay we by the Prieſts concertiing Tythes. 

And ſeeing thou haſt made thy ſelf ſo buſie, as few I think 
might worſe have done, I might proceed to ask thee, What Right 
then or the People of thy Perſwaſion had to Sell or Buy ſome men's 
Free-Lands? And whether the King and his Laws have net been 
favourable to thee and ſome of thy Party? 

| And further concerning thy Queſtion ; Do not thoſe that buy 
Land buy every Part and Parcel, with all that thereunto belongs ? 
Andare they tyed by their Deeds to pay their Tenths, yea, or 
nay ? If nay, how are they Thieves and Robbers for detaining 
that which they never came in Covenant with any to pay ? Andas 
to the Intents of Every Buyer and Seller, thou haſt ſtretched too 
far; For how knoweſt thou the Intents of thoſe that ſold or bought 
Land ſome Hundreds of years fince, further then their Deeds or 
Writings make mention ? And we performing our Covenants ac- 
cording to our Deeds and Leaſes, are clear Fm thy falſe Alper- 
tions. 
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[] Have takennotice of thy ſecond Letter, and there I find, that 
thou {leighteſt thoſe thou counteſt to have much more Reaion 
then I have,as much or more then thou doſt me(in theſe words)thou 
ſayeſt, Thou art to Thank, that Author for thy Information of ſc- 
veral Kinos, that made Laws for the Payment of Tythes : To 
which thou art pleaſed to make Five Demands, but being anſwer- 
ed by T. X. Iſhall not need to meddle with them at preient ;. for 
my Intent is to ſpeak to the Ground of the Matter, and {o I take 
notice of thy following words; thou fayeſt, Thos art ſtill ro thank, 
the ſame Author for thy Information, that King Steven by bus Char- 
zer gave Tenths for the Pardon of his $14.5 ; and the like by Ralph 
Biſhop of Chicheſter, for the Health of his Soul ; and that Walter 
Clifford, n the time of King Join, gave the Temhs of Hammer- 
ſen for the Health of his Father s Soul, 
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And now, for thy better Information, firſt confider, That Chriſt 
Jeſus, the pure Law-giver, was the End of that Law that gave 
Tythes; ſecondly, conſider what ſpirit was got up when thoſe 
_ above mentioned were done. For Proof of the firſt I might 
produce many Scriptures ; but I deſire thee and thy Reader to take 
notice of a few, and peruſe them at your Leiſures, Romars 10. 4. 
Galatians 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 19. Wherefore then ſerveth the Law ? 
It was added bk] efof Tranſg »#i/l! the Seed ſhould come to 
_ the Promjfe "was & =” 'o Hibrews Chap. 7, 

2 9. _ - 

And as to the ſecond, which is to ſhew what Spirit was got up 
when theſe things above mentioned were done; conſider what the 
Apoſtle faith, 4&#s 20, he-Exhorted the Elders of the Church, To 
take heed unto themſelves, ard to all the Flock, over the which the 
Holy Ghoſt had made them Over-ſeers , for he ſaid, That after his 
Departure grievous Wolves ſhould enter in among them, not ſparing 
the Flock, Alſo, of your own ſelves (ſaid he) ſhall Men ariſe, 
ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples after them, And 

in 
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in 2 Theſ. 2, he ſaid, The Myſtery of Iniquity doth already work. 
only he who now letteth will let until he be taken out of the way ; then 
ſhall that wicked one be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall Conſume with 
the Spirit of bis Mouth, and deſtroy with the Brightneſs of his Co- 
min? : So take notice, the Apoſtle foretold of the coming up of 
the Myſtery of Iniquity, and of its being conſumed anddeſtroyed 
again by the Brightneſs of the Lord's Coming, In 1 Ti, 4. the 
Apoſtle {pake of ſome, that ſhould depart from the Faitb, giving 
heed to Seducing Spirits and Dotrings of Devils, forbidding to Mar- 
ry, and commanding to abſtain from Meats : And doſt thou think 
the Apoſtle did not ſee the riſe of the Papiſts or Falle Church, 
when be ſpake theſe words, Further, Paul writ to Titus, Not to 
give heed to Jewilh Fables and Commandments of Men, that turn 
fromthe Truth : And was not Tythes a Fewiſh Type when ended- 
by Chriſt? And did not they that turned unto them turn fromthe . 
Truth ? which would be a Denying Chriſt come in the Fleth. 

Anſwer in Plaineneſs ; elſe would they have given them for the 
Health of their own Souls, or their Fathers, or for the Pardon of: 
their Sins. Alſo Fde ſpake of certain men that were crept in un- 

awares (lo they were crept in then) Wo unto them, ſaid he, fer- 
they are gone 11: the way of Cain (mark, they were gone) and run 

greed:ly after the Error of Balaam for Reward, And Fohn ſaw: 
{omcthing that. was not well in the Church of 4a, and 

therefore he exhorted them, To Repent, and d» their Firſt 

Works (mark, their Firſt Works) and he exhorted ſome of them : 
to their Firſt Love. And how oftendid Paul exhort the Church- 
I faſt, fore-ſecing the Danger of rheir; being drawn . 

ide ? 

Oh. that people rightly ſaw the Drift of the holy Apoſtles in theſe -. 
things, which was to keep them to the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints, and to walk as, they had them for an Example; and not 
to take the Apoſtatized Chri/#;an: for their Examples : And how 
mi-htily did Pay! ſtrive to keep the Galatians fromthe Works of - 
the Law : And were not Tythes a Work of the Law ? and never 
mn uſe among{t the Chriſtians, whilſt they kept their Firſt State. . 
See what Peter ſaith 2 Epiſt; 2. 1,2,3. I might produce many 
Scriptures to ptove that the Apoſtles fore-ſaw a Falling-away.; 

, but 
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* butſee what Fob» ſaith, 2 Epiſt, 2. Litele Children, it is the Laſt 
Times ; as ye have heard that Antubrift ſhould come, even now are 
there many Antichrifls : And is not that Antichriſt that is contrary 
to Chriſt, the Everlaſting High Prieſt , mot made after the Law of 
a Carnal Commandment but after the Power of an endl: f Life ; who 
put an End to Tythes and Offerings, and oftered himſelf once for 
all, And further, Fohn exhorted the Church ro that they had in the 
Beginning, even to the Anoviting within, to preſerve them out of 
the Snares of Antichriſt, becauſe he ſaw him working in a Myſte- 
ry ; before whoſe time I do not find that Tythes came up in this 
laſt Age. Oh ! How lovingly did Foz write unto them ? ſaying, 
Little Children abide in him. Further, ſee what oh faid in 
the Revelations Chap. 13. he faid, He ſaw « Beaſt commg up 
out of the Earth, and he had two Horns like a Lamb, and he 
ſpake 25 a Dragon, and he exerciſeth all the Power of the firſt 
Beaſt; And what was the firſt Beaſt ? was it not that Spirit that 
was got up among the Heathen Emperors, when they perſecuted 
the Chriſtions ? And afterwards, when the ſecond Beaſt aroſe, 
Which had two Horns like a Lamb, did not the Chr:/#:ans perſe- 
cute one another, and the Pope get over the Kings and Emperors ? 
And this Beaſ# wrought Miracles ; Here the Pap:ſts may ſee from 
whence their Miracles came : And this Beaſt, that came uplike a 
Lamb (mark, mildly by Perſwaſion, yet at laſt) cauſerh a# both 
Small and Great, Rich and Poor, Free and Bond to receive a Mark, 
*n their Right-hand, or in their Foreheads ; and that no Man 
=—_ Buy or Sell, ſave he that had the Mark, or the Name of the 

EAI, 


And now C. N, ſee what Laws thou Presbyterian fo ſtrongly 
pleadeſt for; Is it not ſo in moſt places now, that a Man can hardly 
buy, ſell,or Trade with any thing,but the Prieſt will look for aTenth 
Part, ifnot for a Seventh of many things, which need not be named, 
feeing the poor Country People, that labour hard for what they 
have, know ſo well how Coverous the Prieſ is, that'if he hears 
the Sow has pigged, away goes he, or ſends, to ſee what is for 
him, or when the Ewe has lambed ; but he will make them 
keep them till they be fit for his Mouth ; likewiſe when the 


Sheep are ſheared, Corn and Apples ready : And doſt not =u 
plea 
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plead right by the Beaſts Law ? But what Example is there in 

Scripture for theſe things ? This is more then the Terths of Lards. 
But thou ſayelt;-7r is known to every Buyer and Seller ; and thon 
ſeemeſt as if thou wouldt have none Buy or Sell; where the Beaſt 
hath power but thoſe that can pay theſe things: Butis it not a 
Mark, that tho'e that pay and plead for 

them are Upholders of Anichri's King- 
dom ? John numbred the dayes of the 
Beaſt, Verl. 18. contrary to thy plea- 
ding ; for thou pleadeſt as if his Raign 
might never have an End : But Fehx ſpake furths: of the Down- 
fall of the Beaſt, and ſaid, Jf any Man worſhirpeWhim or his Image, 
or received his Mark, they ſhauld drink, of the Wine of the VVrath 
of Cod, Rev. 14. Heſaid furtherin Rev. 17, There came one of 
the. Seven Angels, which had the Seven Vials, and talked with 
me, ſaying unto me, Come hither, I will ſhew thee the Fudomant 
of the Great VVhore, that ſitteth upon many /Vaturs, with 
whom the Kings of the Earth has commuted Fornication , and 
the Inhabitants of the Earth have been made Drunk with the 
Wine of her Fornication. And how are Men when they are 
dronk ? Are they not belide their Right Senſes, and ſtagger 
and reel uþ and down, as they did at that day, when Tythes 
eame laſt up ? And doſt thou think that thoſe Kings or 
others kne'y well what they did when they gave Tythes for 
the Pardoning of their Sins, or for the Health of their Souls, 
or for their Fathers Souls, and gone from Chriſt, the Saviour 
of their Souls ? Or whether were they not drnnk, by drinking 
of the Whore's Golden Cup, and beſide their Right Senſes, or at 
beſt, perſwaded that they ſhould merit Heaven by their own Good 
VVorks? And did not this make the Pope and his Strain ſo __ 
and Rich ? And whether that which a Man doth when he is drunk, 
or not in his Right Sen'es, or doth not well know what he doth, 
muſt needs ſtand firm without Alteration ? Can a Will {tand good 
by Law when a Man is not in his Right Senſes at the time he 
makes it ? And that this was their Caſes, Ithink few but Papiſts 


will deny. 
By 


The Waters where the 
Whore ſfitteth are Peo- 
ples, Multitudes, Na- 


tions and T ongaes. 
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"But ſome may Objed, and ſay, YYere not many Good and 

' VV holſome Laws in this Nation made by the Papiſts, and yet 
thou ſayeſt, they were inthe dark,, and their Examples not to be 

felowed? | | 


To which I anſwer, I never denyed but that there might be 
ſome good amongſt them, eſpecially in Temporal Things: We 
ſee many a Wild Drunken Man, that hath a large po 
in Temporal Affairs, yet knows little of the Things of God. An 
it ſeems to me, that although Tythes themſelves were not, nor are 

not Spiritual, ydthey did rather relate to the Church or Sprri- 
_ rual Things, andt we Fr the Tryal of them was referred to the 
Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Conrts, until O. C. putthem down, and 
to - mag the Prieſts made a New Law for the Recovering of 
Tythes, 

| And further, For the removing of all Scruple, I do affirm, that 
we do own all the Good and Wholſome Laws in the Nations 
that are for the Praiſe of them that do well, and for the Puniſh- 
ment of Evil-Doers. 

But we believe that no man ought to have made Laws, for the 
Enforcing of Payment of Tythes, becauſe Chriſt the Pure Law- 
Giver put an End to them; but he dil not end the Titles men 

had in their Lands ; Hence 1 conclude, that the Titles men have, or 
_ Lawby which men hold their Lands, is different from the Titles 
or Law by which the Prieſts or Impropriators hold their Tythes 
by ; the one grounded upon Right Reaſon, more ancient then 
the Papiſis; the other a By-Law, made in the Midnight of Dark- 
nes, when men knew not well what they did , which indecd 
may be called, 4A UVſurping ever men's Conſciences and Eſtates : 
For its moſt certain, men had Titles in their Lands before the Pa- 
pits made Laws for Payment of Tythes. 


Thou fayeſt in pag, 11. of thy Book, The Author bath rot yer 
provea,wny Laws may not be admittcd for Maintenance of Aſin'ſters, 
rs well 24 Poor, 
\ 
To which thing I have ſomething in my Heart to fay concer- 
ning 
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ning my Faith, or what I believe concerning that Matter : I be- 
lieve that all Poor ought to labour, ſo much as they are able, to 
maintain themſelves, and not to {pend any of God s Creatures Mm 
waſte; and what they are not able to do by their own true La. 
bour, is to be made out by them that have it - and this the Pow- 
er of God compels them that are in it to do, if there were no out- 
ward Law to compel to it, 

And1I believe thelike byMiniſters, That they alſo ought to follow 
Paut's Example, that is,, To Labour with thew Hands, that they 
mitht not be chargeable to any, 1 Theſ, 2. 9g. Acts 20. 33 34. 
Then I alſo believe, That if they be ſo called forth in the Service 
of the Lord, from their outward Callings, as that they cannot 
labour with their Hands to maintain themſelves or Families, that 
then they may reap Carnal Things where they have ſown Spirituals, 
or where they have planted a Vineyard they may eat Fruit, or where 
they have feded Flask, they may eat I7:th, But the Fews were n6t 
to take Tythes of Srrazgers, the Prieſts were not to receive Wages of 
them they d:d msWork for ;, for that is counted unreaſonable amon 
men,to ask Wages of them they do nothing for : But the Power of 
God compels them that are in it, if Need be, to adminiſter Carnal 
Things to thoſe that ſow unto them Spirituals ; and there needs 
not an Outward Law to compel to it; for their Miniſtry takes 
Effe&t, andbegets a Love and a Life in the Hearts of their Hear- 
ers; but ajDead Miniſtry begets neither Love nor Life in the 
Hearts of people, and ſo {uch Miniſters are forced to cry out for 
an Outward Lax to compel people to maintain them in Pride, aid 
Tdleneſs, ard Welfgre, contrary to Parl's Exhortation to T; moth, 
1 Tim, 6. 748. who faid, We brought nething into this World, and 
if 15 Certain we Can carry nothing out : having Food and Rayment, 
let us therewith be content, But thele are not ſo c:rext, but hate 
great Revenues, as 1s well known : And are not thee Revenues 
the Cauſe why ſo many men ſend their Sons to thefe-Places called 
Univerſities, which makes onr Nation ſwarm with © many Le- 
cuſts, that deſtroy our Corn, arid would devour every Green Thing 
in God's Garden, and preach Peace to people in their $ ns while they 
put into their Menthes, and ſocauſe them to Erty Mic.”;' and keep 
from the Tight that givts the Knowledge of God and of lis Vayes, 
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and call i Deluſion, and ſo keep people in the Erring and Straying 
from the VVay of God likg loſt Sheep. This 1s one Cau'e why we 
can pay our Rents to Vitious Landlords or Papiſts, and yet can't 
pay Tythes to the Prieſts ; for they are U pholders of them in 
their Wickedneſs, if they will but fatishe their Ends ; and mg- ' 
ny of them arc Evil Examples themſelves, Another Cauſe why 
we can pay our Rents to /itions Landlords or Pap:ſts, but cannot 

ay Tythes to the Prieſt is, becau'e we uſually come into Cove- 
nant-with our Land-Owners, to pay them Rent; but ſo we do 
not to the Prieſts, to pay them Tythes, Yea, and we can 
pzy our Chief Rents and Taxes to the King; Chriſt ſaid, Grve 
to Crxfar the rhings that are Czfar's, and to God the things 
that are Cod's ; but never commanded his Diſciples to pay 
or take Tythes : And were not Tythes God's ? Malachi, ;. 
And when he ceaſed requiring of them did they not become the 
people's Right ? | 


C.N. (pag. 13.) tells us a Story of ſome Conference he 
had with ſome of our Perſwaſion in London ſome years fince, 
wiether . True . or Falſe I cannot tell; however, he ſeems to 
take Occaſion aggin{ the Light in our Conſciences, and faith, 
Though I grant, That the True Spirit of God cannot Deceive,, 
yer a Lyins Spirit was in all the Mouthes of Ahab's Pro- 
phets; and I pray you (faith he) rhink, it nor Impoſſible that 
v4 a Spirit may be im you, while yet you think, you have the 
4 rhe, 


Anſw. And now op yy fayes ſo, I-think it-not amiſs to 
eonſider the Fruits and the Effefts of the Falſe Prophets, in 
whom the Lying Spirit was and is, that ſo we may know it 
where it appeareth now, or where it hath appeared in late 


ears. | 
7 The Falſe Prophets Encouraged Ahab, ſaying, Go up to Ra- 
moth-Gilead, and Proſper ; for the Lord ſhall deliver it into 
the Hand of the King. Michaiah the. True Prophet faid to- 
the King, A Lys Spirit is in the Mouthes of theſe thy Pro- 
phers, and the Lord hath fpoken Evil againft thee, Then Z%s- 
| w_— arkzah 
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dekiah the Son of Chenaanah the Falſe Prophet came near, 
and ſmote Micaiah upon the Cheek, and ſaid, Which way 
- went the Spirit of the Lord from me to ſpcak, unto thee ? And 
Micaiah ſaid , Behold thou ſhalt ſee 1n that Day, when thou 
ſhalt go into an Inner Chamber to hide thy ſelf. Then the King 
ſaid, Take Micaiah, and carry him back_unto Ammon, the Go- 
vernonr of the City, and ſay, Thu ſaith the King, Put this 
Fellow in the Priſon, and feed him with the Bread of Afﬀiibtion, 
and with Water of Aﬀittion, until 1 come in Peace, And Mi 
caiah' faid, If thee return .at all in Peace, the Lord hath not 
ſpoken by me. Ahab Tiſguized himſelf, yet a certain man 
drew a a Venture, and ſmote 1him between the- Joynt 
of the Earnefs, that he Dyed, 2 Chron. 18, 1 King, 22. 

And was not this many of your Caſes who are called. Preſ- 
byterians , when ye were exalted in your Power ? Did you 
not carry away as your own the Biithops Lands, Gleab-Lands, 
and ſome Men's Free Eftates, which was theirs by a Law, 
(the Crime C, NN. layes to the Quakers) and exalt your 
ſelves in Pride by them, and forget the Lord ? - Of which 
things you cannot accule the Qnakers, ſince they were a Peo- 
ple : For, as they were Cunvinced of God's Truth they left 
you, and bare their Teſtimony againſt you; and many of them 
you put in Priſon, and fed them with Bread and Water of 
AFiction, and ſome Dyed in Priſon by Reaſon of Hard U- 
fage : And did nor thoſe Prophets in whom the Lying Spirit 
was, preach Peace to you th all thefe things, and encouraged 
you to g0 oh, as Ahab's Prophets did ? Then did the Lord 
raiſe up many True Prophets, and ſent them among you, who tuld 
you, If you went on un Self-endedneſs, Pride and Hugh-mindednec{s. 
ye ſhould be broken ; wituels George Fox the younger, who 
told yow, AS YOU HAD BEATEN, HE WED: 
AND BROKEN OTHERSEVEN SO SHOULD 
YOU BE BEATEN, HEWED AND-.BROKEN 
YOUR SELVES. And did not this come: te:pals? Yea, 
and this with much more ſtands in Print over your: Heads At 
this day, And did not the Teachers of the Nation Encourage 
you to go on, and petition - againft the Quak;/rs, calling the 
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Truth Hereſje? And how did they flock to Richard Cromwell, 
and called him Joſhua , who ſhould carry them into the Pro- 
mjſed Land, which was but Tythes and Augmentations : But 
alas! how did the Lying Spirit deceive them , and all that be- 
lieved them. and their Prophecying, inſomuch as that all their 
Harneſs would not fave them > bs God's. Arrow ? And how 
did thoſe hid them'elves that-had ſmitten' the True Prophets, 
and fawn, and flatter, and walk diſguiſedly like Ahab, and ſome 
put on a White Splice on the = of a Black Coat to fave 
themſelves? So I hope People will ſee where this Lying Spi- 
rit was and is. | | 

C. N. granteth the True Spirit cannot Deceive;lo the Prebyter:- 
ans and their Prieſts may take the Lying Spirit home to themſelves, 
and be.aſhamed t hat ever they Beat, Impriſoned, Whipped and 
Stocked the True Prophets and Servants of the Lord, 

The Quake rs Have not forgot hoxw you carried away as your 
own (the Crime that is laid to them) their Pots and Pans, 
Hay and Corn, and punt the Servants of the Lord in, Prion 
when they could not feed your Lyi:zg Prophets, or when they 
ſpoak to them in the Steeple-houſes - But the Lord brought 
you down, and the - rt and Tremblers at the Word of the 
Lord, whom ye derided, ſtand as Witneſſes againſt yon. $0 
C.N, thou and thy Party may take this to your ſelyes, to the 
Shame and Infamy of your whole Profeſſion. For Perſecution 
is a Shame and Infamy to any Profeſſion whatever And; ha ve 
not you Presbyterians hid your ſelves, as in an. Inmer Chamber, 
when a Storm hath come? But when the Sun hath ſhined, and 
the Storm been over, like Snakes ye have come out of your 
Holes; witne's Fohn Woedhouſe's Meeting, and thine C, IV, at 
Wortenby and at Salxelby in Leiceſter-ſhirc, near unto us; we 


have ſeen your Deviſed. Service. often blaſted, according to 
- C. N's Belief. | 


Again In thy 13th page thou fayeſt, And now my Friends, 
of you are convineed that Tythes are none of yours, conſider, think, 
's not ſufficient to expiate yourGuilt by ſaying in your uſual Languages 
Let them that are free to pay Tythes pay them, a 

| , PAID  Anſw. 
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Anſwv, It ſeems thou thinkeſt thou haſt done ſomething, as 
thy words [and now my Friends] imply : But I muſt tell thee, We 
are convinced that we have as good right tothe Tenth Part as we 
have to the other. Nine, and that for Tele Reaſons. 


Firſ?,. Beoauſe Chriſt fulfilled and- put an End to that Law that 
gave Tythes, as before I have proved, 


Secondly, Thoſe that brought them up again - were made 
Drunk by drinking; of the Whore's Golden Cup, which was 
full of Abominations within, and conſequently their Examples 
are not to be followed. . 


Thirdly, We believe, That every part and parcet of. our - 
Lands is our. own, fo far as our Deeds and Leaſes make men- 
tion; and the. Increaſe is-God's, lent to us : And we are com- 
manded, Not to ſpend our Money for that which is- not Bread, 
and our Labour for that which ſatisfieth not, - 7/aiah Chap. 55; 
And I muſt tell thee, We are not ſatisfied with the Prieſts, ne 
ther do we believe that they can give us the Bread of Life, and ; 


therefore we cannot pay them, 


Again, Thou biddeſt us Tarn to the Light 'or Law in our 
Conſcicnces, and then tell thee, whether the following Concluſions 
muſt not neceſſarily fall, to the Shame and Infamy-of our whole 
Profeſſion. | 


Anſw. Before thou callft it 4 Pretended Light, and now dofÞ - 
thou direteſt us unto it; but itt matters not what thou calleſts 
it; we know it to be true Light, and have. turned to it 4 -and- ' 
we find that thy Concluſions do not fall upor-us-; but-we fee: . 
that thou art Iike the Perfecuting Fews, who numbred Chriſt 
among Thieves, and would rather have ' a \Murderer or a Male-- 
factor to live then he : And what was the Cauſe- of the Fews- 
Envy againſt Chriſt ? Was it not becauſe. they thonght in 'their; 


Dark Imiaginations he did ſomething contrary to their Law ? It - 
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3s like if one ſhould have asked them, Who made their Law ? 
they in their Dark Helliſh Natutes would have ſaid, God pave 
it to Moſes, and Moſes ſaid in the four and twentieth Chap- 
ter of Leviticus, andthe ſixteenth Verſe, He that Blaſphemeth 
the Name of the Lord ſhall ſurely be put to Death, And was ' 
not this the Crime they laid to him ? But God forbid that I 
or any true Chriſtian ſhould believe that theſe words concer- 
ned him, ſo as to enſnare him, although they in their Dark 
Minds might ſo underſtand them. 

And -C..N. What-is- the Cauſe that thou counteſt us more Cri- + 
minal then common Notorious Thieves ? Is it not becauſe thou 
in thy Dark Imaginations thinkeft that we do ſomething con- 
trary to Law: But if one ſhould ask thee, Who made thy Law 
thou condemneſt us by ? Sayeſt thou , Such and ſuch Popiſh 
Kings made-Laws for the Payment” of Tythes, and you Qua- 
kers Refule to pay them, and therefore if Ignorance will not 
nathing elſe can excuſe you before God or Man from being 
more Criminal then Common Notorious Thieves : And here 
art not thou worſe then the Fews, who pleaded a Law that was 
before the Papiſts, though they underſtood it wrong, 


Thou fſayeſt, fight not Popiſh Kings do what they would 
-with their own ? 


I anſwer, Yes; But the Increafe of our Labour, and Flocks 
. and Fields, that God bleſſeth unto us this year, was not theirs 
to give that dyed Hundreds of Years paſt: And did not Per- 
ſecutors plead Law in all Ages againſt the Innocent, and for 
their Adaſs and other things, and thought they went right when 
they had Law on their fides ? Search Scyyptures and Chronicles, 
and ſee if it were not ſo : And do not tae Perſecutors plead Law 
now - for the taking away of Goods, and that from-ſome of 
you called Pregbyterzans ? And may not fome in Apes to come 
upon the {ame Ground: that thou pleadeſt for Tyrhes, plead it 
Right according to Law, to take away Goods if any meet to- 
gether to Worlhip God, if he prevent it not? Oh! that men 

ould be fo blind to plead againft themletves ; But thy Plead- 
ing ignifics a Daubing. In 
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In the 14th page of thy Book thou ſayeſt, Our uſual Demand, - 


what Scripture can be produced to _ any Examples for Pay- 
men of Tythes to Goſpel Miniſters 


Arſw. Thou ſeemeſt to ſleight us for ſo doing, and what a 
Stir have the Presbyterians -made about calling ; Scriptures 
the Word and Rule, and now if one {peak according to them, 
he is counteil as one ' that ſeems to have neither 'Common 
Senſe nor Reaſon, or at belt a Confident Weak. Defendent ; 
witnefs thy Reviling Poſtſcripe concerning my fuſt Letter,. thou 
fayeſt, VVe ignorantly deny pores to be the Rule to try and 
diſtinguiſh betwixt True and Falſe Spirits : But whitherart thou 

5ne ? Thy Nakednefs of 'Pretence.-to Truth is expoſed to cen- 
fure through thy own Ignorant Folly : What? are all the Plea- 
ders for Tythes driven. out of the Scriptures ? And-.are they 
ſorced to flee to the Humane. Law ? Presbyterians, What is the 
Bible become of no uſe now ? Muſt not the Pope's Authority 
be queſtioned ? /t is enongh to believe as your Mother Church be- 
lieves, Whither are you running ? Come back again, - come 
back again for ſhame; elfe the Lord will follow you, and ye 
fhall not have a Hiding-place ; it isthe Word of the Lord in my 
Heart to you all, that you may be warned, | 


C. N, demands of us, Y/hether Scripture Example be not- 
equal binding to people as well as Miniſters ? 


Anſw. That Example of ſelling all, and laying down at Mi-- 
niſters Feet, is not binding : As 5, 3,4. Peter /aid ro Ananias,.: 
VVhy hath Satan filled thine Heart with a Lye to the Holy 
Ghoſt; whilſt it remained, was it nt thine owp ? and after ut | 
was ſold, was it not in thine own Power? So ſee this Example» 
was not — the Sin lay in Lying againſt God, in preten-- 
ding to give All, and yet kept a Part back.. . Neither do we. 
find that this was prattiſed any more. ; 


He further demands, Y/hat Scripture Example we can ſhew, 
th at 
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"that any man boucht Lands chargeable with Tythes, and Refuſed 
40 pay r hs ? 


Arnſw. It is not hard to gueſs from what ſpirit this Demand a- 
riſeth ; but in the Eternal Light its ſeen to our Eyes to ariſe from 
that ſpirit that ſleights us for ſticking ſo cloſe to the Scriptures : I 
might ask him, What Scripture-Example he can ſhew, that any 
man ſold Land chargeable with;Tythes under a Goſpel-Diſpenfati- 
on? Again, ſeeing thou pleadeſt ſo much for Pap:ſts Laws, whe- 
ther doſt thou own all to be Right that was brought up by the Pa- 

;ſts, yea, or nay ? If nay, hen bow or by what muſt we diſtinguith 

ixt Right andWrong, Good and Evil, ſeeing there is Danger 

of calling Good Evil,and Evil Good;and of putting Light for Dark- 

ne{s, and Darknels for Light ? Anſwer this Queſtion, elſe ſtop thy 
Mouth forever. 

There are ſome frivolous Demands in thy Book, but being ſuffi- 
ciently anfwered by my Friend T. R. I ſhall paſs them by, deliring 
thee to take notice of the latter-end of thy [aſt Letter ; thou fayeſt, 
But if the Truth be not on my ſide in what I have formerly offered, or 
may be offered by thoſe of greater Underſtanding, then none of theſe 
Concluſtons are applicable againſt you ; but muſt confeſſedly be returned 
upon me, and thoſe whoſe Cauſe I plead 

Anſw. The Truth 1s not on thy fide; for Chriſt is the Truth : 
and I do not know that thou haſt named either Chriſt or Scriptures 
in all thy firſt Letter; only at laſtthou ſayeſt, Farewell in the Name 
of the Lord. 

Anſw. The Name of the Lord is a Strong Tower, the Righte- 
ous flee unto it and are ſafe ; but thou haſt not fled unto it for Safety 
and Strength to mannage thy Deſign ; but onthe contrary, haſtfed 
to Pop:ſh Authors, and ſet up the r Laws above Chriſt and Scrip- 
ture ; and fo haſt manifeſted thy ſelf to be more of Antichriſt then 
of Chriſt : So let thee and thoſe whoſe Cauſe thou pleadeſt take 
thy Concluſions home unto your ſelves, and according to thy words, 
cenfe(s them your Dues ; for we are clearyas before is proved. 
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Addition. 


Here is a Senſe upon my Spirit concerning ſome 

who have their Underſtandings ſo far opened,as to 

ſce that Miniſters'of the Goſpel ought not to receive 
Tythes, but they cannot tell what: to ſay to the Im- 
propriators, becauſe they are become as Free Eſtates or 


lay Poſlſeſſions to chem. 


Anſw. Why truly Friends, if I were free to pay 
Tythes 1 couldrather pay them to the Prieſt or Poor, 
then to the Impropriators; my Reaſons are, Becauſe 
they are wholely diverced from the uſe that ever they 
were given for; For Mark, When they were given 
in the Time of the Law, they were given for the 
Poor, Fatherlerleſs, Widdow and Pricſt, that there 
might not be a Beggar in 1ſrael, but being Ended in 
Chriſt, there was Collecion among the Saints for the 
Relief of ſuch as ſtood in need: And I believe they 
had never come up again, had not that Midnight of 
Apoſtacy come up , _ when they did come up again, 
they were given for the Poor and Prieſt, and for the 
Uſe of the Church, ſo called , ſo that I believe, 
although the Givers of them were Blind and Dark 
in that Matter, and their Example not to be follows 
cd, yet itnever was their Intent, That they ſhould 
be Bought and Sold , or become as Lay Poſlefſions, 
Hence ] conclude, That no man hath Right to Re- 

D CeIve 


cc 
I 


(22) 
ceive TYTHES from Another ; but when taey 
were Ended by Chriſt, they became the Proper 
Right of the Donors, as was the Reſt of their It- 
create, 


Poſticripr. 


Have a few words to ſay in Love to all thoſe that. 

ſend their Sons to thole places called Univerfirics, 
with an Intent to make them Miniſters z Firſt, Whe- 
ther they think they buy the Gift of God or nay ? If 
yea, then are not they in the Gall of Bitterncels, that 
thiak, that the Giit 0: God can be bought for Mo- 
ney ? Ads, | T 
Secondly, It it be not the Gift of God, then what 
1S1t ? 

Thiraly, Whether they that Sell the Gift of God 
tor Money, are not as bad as Sim Magus the Sorces 
rer, who thought ic might be bought ior Money ? 


And further, Beit known unto you all, The Lord 
will not have Miniſters of your Choice , but he will 
have Miniſters of his own chuling, and he will ſer up 
his School on the Top of all your Schools and Col- 
ledges, namely, the Teachings of his own Spirit in 
the Hearts of his Pcople ; for he is as Able as ever 
he was to chuſe poor Tradcſ-men, and to fill them 


with his Spirit, Power and Wiſdom, and to ſend them 
forth 
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forth to preach the Everlaſting Goſpel, as cver he was, 
though ſume may ſay, 1s it not ihe Carpentar's Son, whoſe 
Father and Mother we know ?1 might produce many Scrip- 


rures to prove that God and Chit oftentimes — 


ſuch as were Unlearned, and little eſteemed in th 
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DL 
Eyes of the World (ce the firſt of the Corinthians Bae 


verſe one, and A&s four, verſe thirteen) that no 
Fleih might glory in his Preſence: And now is the 
Lord fulfilling his Promiſes who ſaid,1n the laſt days I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all Fleſh, upon my Hand- Maids I 
will poxr out iz thoſe dayes of my Spirit, and they ſhall Propheſie: 
1 will put my Law in their inward Parts, and write it intheir 
Hearts, Jeremiah 32, Joel >, Acts xm Theretore all 
ye that fleigh2 the Lord s Work at this day, which 
he is doing in and among his People, beware, leſt that 
come upon you which is {poken in the Prophets, Behold 
ye Delpiſers, and wonder and periſh'$"l work a Work in 
your day, a Work which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe 
though a Man declare it unto vou, 


un 


A Copy of a Letter ſent to CLEMENT 
NEDHAM: Whereunto is added 


2 {ſhort Polticripr, 


C. Nedham, 
Find Drawings in the Bowels of Love to write 
unto thee; and defire thee, that thou wouldſt 
imploy thy Wiſdom, Strength and Pretious Time in 
and for the Uſe and Service of thy Creator, and againſt 
Oppreſſion that the poor People groan under, even as 
the Children of 7/rael did under Pharoab's Task- Ma- 
ſtersz; and not to ſpend it in and for the Uſe and Ser- 
vice of the Proud Prieſts and Impropriators, Beaſt, 
W hore and Falſe Prophet, except thou art able to 
prove, They arc of God, and their Wages Right, 
according to his Law, leſt thou proveſt a Servant to 
the Devil; for he is the Root from whence all Evil 
| ſprings,and thou canſt not ſerve two Maſters, 
4 But if thou wilt perſiſt in Oppoſing the Truth, and 
the Requirings of God's Spirit in the Hearts of his 
People; be it known untothee, That New Jersſalem, 
which is coming down from God out of Heaven, pre- 
parcd as a Bride adorned for her Husband which 
thou writeſt againſt, and ſpendeſt thy pretious Time 
to oppole, ayd calleſt her Light a Pretended Light) will 
prove Aa denſom Stone too heavy tor thee to Over- 
curn. 
. And now it is in my Heart to put thee in mind of 


thy 
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thy Unhanſome and Unchriſtian-like Dealings to- 
wards Us. Firſt, The Time thou did(t {end thy Let. 
ter tous, was when Friends of C/auſon» (where thou 
didt dire& thy Letter) were under Sufferings and grie- 
vous Threatnings by Fohn Reay Propriator of the ſame 
Town, whoſe Envy was and is beyond the Bounds of 
Chriſtianity: And here thou ſeemeſt to add Aﬀiction 
to the Aﬀiaed, and to ſtrengthen the Hands of Evil- 
Doers. Again, Alter thou hadſt fent thy firſt Letter 
I ſent one in Love to thee, for that End that thy 
Underſtanding might be opened to ſee the Rice and 
Ground of Tythes, and what Spirit brought them up ; 
hoping a Word to the Wiſe might have been ſuffici- 
ent: But inſtead of accepting my Love, thou vilifiedit 
me with Reviling Words, as qne that ſeemed to have 
nacither common Senſe nor Reaſon, and ſaidſt, Thou waſt 
wnwilling that the Nakeaneſs of our Pretence to Truth ſhould be 
expoſed to Cenſures through the Ignorance, Folly and Confi- 
dence of ſo weak a Defendent: And here thon didſt maii- 
feſt thy Pride, as it thou thought ſcorn to meddle with 
me; much like Golzah the Philiſtize, who defyed Iſrael, 
and diſdained David, and then brought forth andther 
Moaſter more Odious then the firſt, and we being filenr 
a while thou didſt pur them all in Print, and for no 0- 
ther End, as I can fee, but to-render us Od:ous to the 
whole Nation, and to open a Gap for further Perſecuti- 
on: For. conlider, After thy many Arguments, and 
pleading Popith Laws, thou draweft thy Concluſions, 
That if Ignorance will not, n0thing elſe can excn(g us before 
God or Man from being more Crimizal they CommoAeerori us 
Thieves: Further, Thou faycſt, Myalefaors Us or may 
ſuffer Death by Law for ſtealing things of ſmall account 5 but 
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(26) . 
your Robbery (tayeſt thou) is of great Value ; and conſequent-" 
ly the Laws are very favourable towards you. A ſad Conſe. 
quence: Wereever ſuch Concluſions drawn againſt an 
lanocent People ? Truly when I read them I could not 
but ſay, There was a Snare laid for our Lives, andit 
brought tomy Remembrance the Cruelty of New- Eng- 
land's Perſccutors: But how Juſt thy Charge is, I hope 
is Or will in due time be made maniteſt, 

Fromthy True Friend 


John Wilsfprd, 


Who cold be glad to ſee a Perſecuting Saul become a Preaching Paul, 


I have ſomething further to ſay in anſwer to thy Book, 
which it I do hear thou art not ſatisfied, in due time it 
may come forth,ſecing thou haſt made my Name publick 
to the Nation. | 


Broughton, the 3d of the J. W. 
8th Monetl, I073. C 


Theſe words above written were delivered into the hands of C. N, 
the 5th Day of the 8th Moneth, 


(27) 


A Polt{cripr. 


' Or thy better Satisfaction , or leſt thou ſhouldſt 
think Ihave not done fairly in mentioning ſome 
things that are done and paſt, do but conſider C,'N's 
Wicked Charge and Unhanſome Dealings towards me 
and the reſt of my Friends, weigh them in the Ballance 
t Equity,and then ſec it | | could [do any leſs then I have 
done , or whether I have done any more then tvlay the 
Load on the Right Horſe, Further conſider, That 
notwithſtanding Chriſt Jeſus ſo loved the World as that 
he laid down his Life for it, yet when the Fews role up 
in Envy againſt him, he told them how they killed the 
Prophets, andſtoned them that were ſent unto them, 
as may be ſeen at large Mat. 23. And likewiſe when 
the Jews roſe up in Envy agaiiſt Peter,he told chem how 
they crucificd and flew the ord of Lite, as thou mayſt 
ſee atlarge in the As, Chap, 2,3,4. And Fohn Caid, 
Rev. 18. 6,7. Reward her, even as ſhe rewarded you, double 
wato her double, according to her Works. Some may ſay, 
Art thou pleading for a Carnal Weapon ? | anſwer, Nay ; 
the Saints Weapons are not Carnal, but Spiritual ; the 
Lamb's Sword proceederh out of his Mouth , if any 
man have aa Ear to hear, let him hear, here is the Wil- 
dom and Patience of Saints, He that filleth with the 
Sword,muſt with the Sword be killed, And fo Lleave, 
deſiring every one to mind the Lightot Chriſt Jeſus, 
which gives a true Underſtanding ot the Myſteries of his 
Kingdom, FW. 


THE END. 


